
Gene Meyers, CEO

The Space Island Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 814

West Covina, CA  91790

Mr.  Meyers,

Thank you for your explanation last week of your firm’s ambitious, commercially funded space station project.  

If I understand your launch vehicle correctly, it will consist of 2 modified space shuttle external tanks (ETs) joined side-by-side. Two shuttle solid rocket boosters (SRBs) will be attached to the primary, fuel-filled ET, which will have 3 RS-68 engines at its lower end.  The second, unfueled ET will have its interior outfitted before launch with living and working quarters for a crew of 12, or its interior could be used to carry nearly 200,000 pounds of cargo to orbit.  You plan to replace the SRBs with liquid boosters as soon as possible for environmental and safety reasons, and you anticipate your first launch to be in 2007. 

You also described 2 other variations your firm will develop.  In the first the unfueled ET would be shortened, allowing a return vehicle similar to the “Delta Clipper” tested by McDonnell Douglas in the 90s to be attached to its upper end, and the second variation, to be developed at a later date, would replace this second ET with a re-engineered, safer, lower cost version of the space shuttle prototypes now flown by NASA. 

Finally, you stated that you intend to build your own equatorial launch complex in Florida (perhaps at the abandoned Homestead AFB), and a polar launch complex in California at Vandenberg, but that you hadn’t decided which to build first.

Building a launch complex from scratch for a heavy-lift vehicle like yours could cost your firm nearly $300 million, and could take over 4 years to complete.  We may have a lower cost, faster alternative.

Vandenberg has a heavy-lift Titan pad scheduled for decommissioning in about a year and a half.  Federal funds have been set aside to tear it down completely, but many of its elements -  including its enormous flame bucket - would probably be needed for your vehicle.  Modifying this pad to meet your needs could save you a lot of time, and although I’d have to check on this, its not out of the question that some federal decommissioning funds could be applied to these modifications.

Vandenberg has good relations with all state and federal environmental agencies, so accommodating the large number of launches you foresee, especially after you switch to cleaner, liquid hydrogen/oxygen boosters, shouldn’t be a problem.

You mentioned that satellite repair in Low Earth Orbit would be one of your first commercial revenue streams.  I’d like to point out that there are many military, weather and scientific satellites a few hundred miles out in polar LEO, but that most equatorial satellites are in geosync orbits, 22,000 miles out.

I can’t speak for other state and federal agencies, but the economic benefits of your dramatic project could trigger broad support at both levels.  The aerospace employment, the entertainment industry possibilities and the jobs generated by space-made materials should certainly appeal to California’s leaders. 

Please keep me apprised of your progress.  We’re looking forward to working with you in the very near future.

Signed


