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Gene Meyers, CEO
September 17, 2003

The Space Island Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 814

West Covina, California 91793

Dear Gene,

Thank you for the recent update on your plans for the innovative and transformational Space Island Project.

I was pleased by your plan to integrate and service your habitable External Tank space station design with a derivative of the Delta Clipper vehicle.  The flight configuration you depicted with your model creates a rather elegant, dual use vehicle.  Your use of existing and proven components and technologies makes your concept both feasible and reasonable to achieve.  At SpaceAvailable we have developed design, development and operations plans for a follow-on to Delta Clipper called SpaceClipper.  SpaceClipper is designed to be a two-stage-to-orbit (TSTO) vehicle using conventional propellants and its orbiting vehicle would be directly applicable to your project.

As applied to your project, SpaceClipper would be carried to orbit as a payload.  This obviates the need to develop a single-stage-to-orbit (SSTO) vehicle, greatly reducing development cost, time and risk.  The use of the booster as a revenue generator in orbit adds to the cost effectiveness of the system.

Like you, we have considered three variations of our SpaceClipper vehicle: 1) a cargo version that would return to Earth carrying commercial micro-g materials or products; 2) a passenger version that would carry crews and paying passengers up and back; and, 3) an on-orbit version that would stay in orbit permanently as an orbital space plane (OSP).  The OSP could retrieve satellites, bring them to one of your space station satellite repair/refurbish/upgrade shops and return them to orbit.  The OSP might also be used to capture space-junk and bring it to space station facilities for reprocessing.  We developed a fourth version that could carryout sub-orbital flights, providing passengers and/or experiments with up to 5-minutes of a micro-gravity environment and spectacular views of Earth. All versions would follow similar flight profiles to those we proposed and demonstrated with our Delta Clipper project.  All versions would be developed, produced and operated following processes and procedures similar to those used for FAA certification. 

In addition to the extensive use of the Space Island facilities by a broad range of commercial firms, I believe that the Department of Defense (DOD), especially the Air Force, would be keenly interested in your concept and a SpaceClipper derivative for their emerging concepts of operation as a Space and Air Force.
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